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Update from Council’s Annual
Strategic Planning Meeting

The Council met on July 20, 2005, to
conduct Strategic Planning for the cur-
rent fiscal year. The following are high-
lights of key issues discussed during the
meeting:

e Compliance program continuing edu-
cation requirements — Approximatcly

47 drycleaners failed to obtain the nec-
essary four CEUs for calendar year
2004. The Council approved a policy
to give these drycleaners a one-time
makeup opportunity. Any shortage of
CEU credits for 2004 must be made up
by November 1, 2005. In addition, the
facility is subject to an annual compli-
ance program inspection beginning
January 1, 2006.

Fund Solvency — Based on current
revenue streams and estimated claim
payments, the Fund will be in a deficit
position as of the program sunset date
of January 1, 2020. The Council de-
ferred adjusting the license fees or sol-
vent taxes until the exact number of
remedial claims is known, which will
be July 2006. The Administrator will
be conducting public meetings around
the state this fall to provide a Fund
update and solicit input into possible
adjustments to the solvent taxes and
license fees.

Fund Transfers — SB661 mandated
approximately 20% of the existing
Fund balance be transferred to the
General Revenue Fund. Meetings with
government officials have resulted in
the commitment to transfer and then
immediately return the funds to the
Council. The Council will pursue leg-
islation in the fall legislative veto ses-
sion to remove the Fund permanently
from the Special Funds Transfer

requirement of SB661.

Prioritization — The Council is focus-
ing available dollars for fiscal year 2006
on completing site investigations so
that a comprehensive claims prioritiza-
tion can be done in the summer of
2006. This will not prevent dryclean-
ers from moving ahead with their re-
medial action plan design during FY06.
Dryclcancrs wishing to remediate their
facility will need Council authorization
to obtain funding . Contact the Admin-
istrator’s office for further informa-

tion.

Remedial Program Eligibility
and Insurance Program Intru-
sive Testing Deadline — Do Not
Delay!

Drycleaners wishing to be eligible for
remedial program benefits and/ or main-
tain their Fund insurance coverage must
complete the intrusive testing and submit
a claim form along with lab results docu-
menting contamination, to the Fund by
June 30, 2006. Failure to meet this dead-
line will result in the facility bcing ineli-
gible for remedial program benefits. For
additional information, contact the Ad-

office at 800-765-4041.

ministrator’s

Unlicensed Drycleaning
Facilities

In recent weeks, the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office filed several lawsuits against
unlicensed drycleaners, seeking to collect
the unpaid license fees and late payment
fees. Failure to pay will result in the dry-
cleaning operations being shut down.

The Fund is currently contacting all dry-
cleaning facilities that were licensed in
2004 but failed to renew their license for
2005.

Please report to the Fund the name and
address of any unlicensed drycleaner do-

ing dryclcaning for the gcncral public.
One individual drycleaner has reported
to the Fund eight unlicensed dryclean-
ers, which has resulted in enforcement
action and/or collection of the licens-
ing fees due the Fund. Remember,
payment into the Fund by all licensed
drycleaners creates an equal playing
field in the competitive dryclcaning
market.
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