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Fund Solvency
The Council reviewed updated finan-
cial projections for the period of July 1,
2007 through the sunset date of the pro-
gram, January 1, 2020 at their January
24, 2008 meeting. The taxable gallons of
solvent purchased has declined for each
of the past seven (7) years. Assuming no
further decline in taxable gallons of sol-
vent, the Fund is facing a $1.9 million
deficit by the January 1, 2020 sunset
date. If the trend in taxable gallons of
solvent continues for the next three (3)
years, the projected Fund deficit exceeds
$4.1 million. The Council is proposing
the following adjustment to the license
fees, effective January 1, 2010, subject to
public comments and review by the Joint
Committee on Administrative Rules
(JCAR):
0-150 gallons of chlorine-based solvent
$2,300 license fee
>150-350 gallons of chlorine-based
solvent $2,800 license fee
>350 gallons of chlorine-based solvent
$3,300 license fee

The Council is tentatively planning to
hold public hearings on the proposed
license fee adjustments in September and
October 2008. All drycleaners will re-
ceive a mailing outlining the proposed
changes and the meeting locations, dates
and times in advance of the public
meetings.

Legislation

HB2170 is the Council’s requested
legislation to make modifications to the
Trust Fund Act to provide the Illinois
Department of Revenue (IDOR) greater

authority to take enforcement action
against solvent distributors who sell dry-
cleaning solvent to unlicensed dryclean-
ers. The legislation will seek to levy fines
against solvent distributors who make

one or more deliveries to unlicensed
drycleaners. This would help to ensure
all active drycleaners are licensing their
facility with the Fund. The legislation
will be scheduled for a vote by the Illinois
House in the near future.

Green Solvents

The Fund receives numerous inquiries
from drycleaner operators and solvent
distributors as to what drycleaning sol-
vents are recognized by the Fund as being
“green” solvents. Currently, the Council
has determined the following solvents are
classified as “green” solvents for licensing
and taxing purposes:

+ Carbon dioxide (CO2)

+ Green Earth cleaning solvent

+ Propylene Glycol Ether DPnB —
currently marketed as Solvair

All other solvents are either classified
as chlorine-based (perc) or hydrocarbon-
based solvents for licensing and taxing
purposes.

Program Statistics

Currently the Fund has 483 open re-
medial claims; approximately 200 facili-
ties have received a No Further Remedia-
tion (NFR) letter or draft NFR letter
from the Illinois Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (IEPA); 683 sites are cur-
rently insured with the Fund program
and as of March 31, 2008, the Fund bal-
ance is $5,960,901. All remedial claims
have been prioritized and the Council
will be reviewing the prioritization rank-
ings at the Strategic Planning Session to
release additional sites for funding.

Changes in NESHAP Air
Regulations

Effective July 28, 2008, all drycleaners
using perchloroethylene must inspect
the following drycleaning system compo-
nents for vapor leaks at least monthly

using a PCE gas analyzer: 1) hose and
pipe connections, fittings, couplings
and valves; 2) door gaskets and seat-
ings; 3) filter gaskets and seatings; 4)
pumps; 5) solvent tanks and contain-
ers; 6) water separators; 7) muck
cookers; 8) stills; 9) exhaust dampers;
10) diverter valves; and 11) all filter
housings. For additional information,
contact your compliance program or
the Fund.
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